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1905.] NOTES OF cases. 935 

Municipal Corporation — Permit to Erect Building on Street — Lia- 
bility for Personal Injury. — A municipal corporation is held, in Copland 
v. Seattle (Wash.), 65 L. R. A. 333, not to be liable for the death of one killed by 
the fall of material from a building in process of construction adjoining a street, 
by the mere fact that it granted a permit for the construction of the building, 
and took no precautions to warn pas^sersby of danger in using the street pending 
the construction of the building. 



Contitutional Law — Taxation — Collateral Inheritance Tax — Ex- 
ception in Favor op Charitable Institutions in State — Cp. Tax Bill, 
Sec. 44 (a), Va. Code 1904, P. 2219.— The fact that a collateral inheritance tax 
statute exempts from its provisions institutions in the state organized for pur- 
poses of purely public charity, while requiring the payment of the tax by such 
institutions when incorporated in other states, although some of their charitable 
works are carried on within the state, is held, in Humphreys v. State (Ohio), 65 
L. K. A. 776, not to render it unconstitutional as a grant of special privileges or 
immunities or a denial of the equal protection of the laws. Sec. 44 (a) of the 
tax bill, Va. Code 1904, provides: "Where any estate within this Common- 
wealth of any decedent shall pass under his will, or the laws regulating descents 
and distributions, to any other person or for any other use than to or for the use 
of the grandfather and grandmother, father, mother, husband, wife, brother, 
sister, or lineal descendant of such decedent, the estate so passing shall be sub- 
ject to a tax of five percentum of every hundred dollars' value thereof: provided, 
that such tax shall not be imposed upon any property bequeathed or devised 
where such bequest or devise is exclusively for state, county, municipal, benev- 
olent, charitable, educational, or religious purposes." It will be noted that our 
statute, unlike the Ohio statute referred to above, makes no difference between 
gifts to charitable, etc., institutions in the state and those out of the state; and 
yet it would seem that such a distinction is a just one; for a devise or bequest to 
a foreign institution is not like a foreign investment — the money never comes 
back, and no longer contributes to the material resources of the state. 

We have reason to believe that there exists among the county and municipal 
officers throughout the state a deplorable ignorance of the provisions of the Tax 
Bill, and especially that the state loses a great deal of revenue from ignorance of 
the section above quoted ; but this is not surprising, nor are those officers to be 
blamed, when we consider that the state sends out to her public servants, charged 
with the collection of revenue, the Tax Bill in the form of a pamphlet of one hun- 
died and twenty-six pages, with no arrangement, analytical or alphabetical, often 
without adequate titles, and with no sub-heads or catch-letter heads, and especi- 
ally, without tlie pretence of on index or table of contents. A treasurer trying to find 
the subjects of taxation from such a pamphlet would just as well exert himself 
in trying to gather up all the autumn leaves that strew the brooks in Vallom- 
brosa. C. B. G. 



Accident Insurance — Voluntary Exposure to Unnecessary Danger — 
Steeple-Chase Riding. — Steeple-chase riding by one who gives his occupation 
as a cotton merchant, is held, in Smith v. JElna Life Ins. Co. (Mass), 64 L. R. 



